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India, Java and Egypt, are confronted with the difficulties
associated with excessive numbers. Their periods of rapid
population expansion came later than the equivalent periods in
Western Europe and are probably related to the spread of
knowledge from the latter area. The requisite data for the
calculation of their reproduction rates are not available, but
mortality rates have been reduced by the introduction of
European medical knowledge and there has been some reduction
in the effects of famine, not because the total food production
has increased sufficiently, but because modern means of com-
munications have facilitated the movement of food into \vhat
would have been famine-stricken districts.
In the twenty years between 1921 and 1941 India's popula-
tion increased  by  approximately  one hundred  millions,  a
phenomenal rate of five millions per annum even when related
to the 1921 population of about 320 millions. Only estimates
are available for China, and these usually place its total popula-
tion above that of India. It is probable that the Chinese death
rate is higher than that in those countries which have come
more closely under European influence as is suggested by the
absence of European-organized irrigation systems and plan-
tation agriculture, so that the proportion of people living near
the margin of subsistence may be higher than  elsewhere.
Whatever the actual numbers of population, at least the densely
peopled parts of China must be entangled in the problems of
congestion. "It is possible, if not likely, that the population of
China is at or near the Malthusian limit."1 Furthermore, in
nearly all these non-European lands, and allowing for the
absence of data, fertility rates are high, otherwise the rates of
mortality indicating a short expectation of life would lead to
a large decrease in total numbers.
There is, therefore, a fundamental contrast in both numbers
and rates of reproduction of population as between European
lands, including European derivatives, and the non-European
countries. The former have either reached stability or are
entering the first phase of declining population; the latter,
excluding Japan, are showing no signs of decreasing fertility
yet reveal all the symptoms of congestion.
1 Carr-Saunders, op. cit.t p. 290.